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The original formulation was for the CIA to take the fall* absolutely refused* 

So, Mixon axed h in, relieving him as dir eo tom only a couple of months before liis auto- 
matic retirement* 

These are soma of the things I feel you should know before you decide if you will 
talk to an agent and if go* to wliom. lie should know what he is getting into and wtiat a 
publisher might feel he is getting into or would before too long* touch as I want lielp, 

I doii^t want to ask anyone to walk into ^hat he might later find to be whirling* sharpened 
knives* If there are* as there nay be* agents who hold strongly to decent principles, 

I liave yet to find the one who held them at the cost of his business or coin tec tioijn# Or 
who was wil li ng to face any real trouble he anticipated* 

Tcu do not Bay why you think "younr Watergate book will hive difficulty finding a 
publisher* u I take this to mean mine tuaong many, because of me* If you have something 
in mind that I have not indicated under st anding , I*d like to know what it might be 
when you can find a moment* 

Xou also say "outsiders will have trouble*" I have sent you published accounts of 
contracts with M outsiders*" However * I would have to acknowledge that in sending them. 1 
also said they were not really Watergate books* They were exploitations of it* 

Flit the fix is on. I have scene its outline for sonu time* It is becoming clearer* 



This past week I laid aside the clmpiar-by-cbaptor writing to begin chapters on it, for 
several reasons* It is helpful to look back and scjq how accurately I analysed things, 
how sharply and early I preserved them, jj£ I did* It is not ego-tripping* Another is to 
got the basic thoughts on paper while frsh in mind, before the press of the enormity 
of fact expunges* I saw this so clearly so long ago that the second chapter, anticipating 
It, lays a basis for under standing of it. In addition, I started writing a chapter 
tentaidvaly titled "Counterattack" before it began* Again, the basis laid early, clue 
perception in advance of the fact, and the past week has provided abundant confirmation* 
Put it down that while keeping options open, ^ckor is tiio point nan in t>*at maneuver* H© 
is assisted by *honps on and to tlic ins tine tivo degree possible for the dolt, by Qumcy* 
Baker's is a clever operation* ^nds a very dangerous man, but a man fit to liave been 
Ev Dirks on 9 s son-in-lan. fia lias a smoothness neither Dirkaen nor Mixon showed. 



X hope that yesterday and today X correctly interpreted several things old Ha m 
Ervin did as the begL mting of his undei'standing of what ^aker has hem doing. But since 
old Sam has run something lass than a real investigation, I do not hold out great hope* 
Without something really exceptional, I expect Mixon no/ to escape his own villainy. One 
of the reasons X am bo anxious to finish this woke ana would like to entertain some hope 
for fast publication, not merely publication alone* Parlayed inprobaMli tieo * 

This will be a long book. Long ago I roco^iisod that publication would be unlikely 

with any tiling I do* So s I then decided that all X write should be conceived ae serving as 

an historical record rather than a condensed book* I believe I am writing so that cutting 
is simplified, for the scissors and blue-paacil, not just normal editing* 

I also have had no word from Ikmny yet. If ho docs not coma up with of this stuff 
soon, and I do mean soon, l 3 11 gave no choice but to write to the bar* This could mean 

more trouble for him. Would It be emban massing to you to tell him this? Will I have , 



really, have any other choice? X have more than enough grounds for suing him now* And the 
relief of his suspension will hot ha helped if I have to do what he forces* 

I will keep writing-* thanks* Best to the others. 



since rely. 



